CHAPTER 14

SELF-INFLICTED JUDGMENT

Those who honor authority walk in great authority,
and respect follows them.

Not everyone responds to leadership as David did. Too often we
delight in seeing defects in our authorities, and then we feel justified to
throw off restraint. But our response to the sins of others, especially
those who are leaders, is one of the greatest indicators of our spiritual
maturity. This being the case, God often uses the faults and mistakes of
authorities in our lives to expose the true condition of our hearts. We
see how that happened with one of Noah’s sons.

RIGHT, BUT WRONG

After the Flood, Noah began to cultivate the ground, and he planted a
vineyard. One day after drinking too much, he retired to his tent, and
in his drunkenness took off his clothes and passed out naked.

Ham the youngest of his sons, entered the tent where Noah lay,
saw his naked form, went outside, and told his two brothers, Shem and
Japheth. He told only “family.” He might have said, “Guys, Dad is
drunk as a skunk and naked as a jaybird!” or maybe even worse, per-
haps he invited his brothers to see their spiritual leader naked.

When Shem and Japheth heard the story, they took a garment, held
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it over their shoulders while walking backward into the tent, with their
faces turned away, and covered their father’s nakedness. Once Noah
woke from his drunken stupor, he knew what Ham had done. Hear
what Noah proclaimed:

Then he cursed the descendants of Canaan, the son of Ham:
“A curse on the Canaanites!
May they be the lowest of servants
to the descendants of Shem and Japheth.”
Then Noah said,
“May Shem be blessed by the Lorb my God;
and may Canaan be his servant.
May God enlarge the territory of Japheth,
and may he share the prosperity of Shem;
and let Canaan be his servant.” (Gen. 9:25-27 NLT)

Earlier in this book, we discussed the consequences of disobedience
to God’s authority. Those who willfully rebel come under a curse. Ham
learned this truth the hard way. He dishonored and thus showed con-
tempt for God’s delegated authority on Noah, which brought a cursc
on Ham’s generations. It is interesting that Ham’s transgression
brought severe consequence on him, while Noah’s drunkenncss
brought none that was recorded.

The moral failure of Noah became a test to his three sons, revealing,
the heart of each in turn. One was rebellious and foolish, and two were
honorable and merciful. Noah did not set the best example with his
drunkenness, yet his behavior was God’s to deal with, not those under
him. Two sons understood this and continued to honor him. One took
matters into his own hands to dishonor and shame his father, and he
brought upon his head the very curse he thought destined for his father.

Shem and Japheth would not so much as look at their father’s fail-
ure. They didn’t want to observe or to allow others (wives and children)
to see his condition, so they covered him. Because they maintained a
reverence for their father’s position, they protected his position and their
hearts. Ham, however, mocked and discredited his father in a possible



Tell it not in Gath,

Proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon—

Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,

Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph . . .

Saul and Jonathan were beloved and pleasant in their lives,

And in their death they were not divided;

They were swifter than ecagles,

They were stronger than lions.

O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,

Who clothed you in scarlet, with luxury;

Who put ornaments of gold on your apparel. (2 Sam. 1:20, 23-24,
emphasis added)

David suttered severe hardship at the hands of this leader. Natural
understanding and carnal reasoning would have encouraged him to
rejoice and to proclaim victory. Yet again David proved he lived by
principles of authority, and his example communicated this to the men
under his authority. As a result, he became a great leader in the king-

you touch God. 1 worked for two mternational ministries betore pioneer-
ing our own. I saw consistent judgment as a result of resistance to author-
ity. It came in many forms, yet never failed to come. It was especially
evident when employees were let go. No matter how unreasonable the
leader or the circumstances were, if they criticized or reviled the leader, if
they drank of bitterness, they eventually ended up in greater difficulties.
For some, it was their finances; for others, jobs; for others, health prob-
lems; for others, problems with their children; and some suffered mar-
riage problems. The list is long, but the thread of unusual hardship ran
through the life of each person who did not honor his spiritual overseers.

I saw many who were mistreated when they were let go, but they
maintained a sweet spirit. They refused to speak against their former
employers or listen to others who did; instead, they blessed and hon-
ored them whenever the subject arose. They knew God was their
Source, and He’d provide for them, care for them, and in turn promote
them. I watched them enter positions that were better than they’d had
on our staff. I have crossed paths with some of them as much as twelve
years later, and they are still blessed in their lives.

How do you keep a sweet spirit? Jesus gave us the secret: “But I say













































